


Howell Territorial Park Master Plan
PAC Meeting
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 26, 1995
Howell Territorial Park Barn

PROPOSED AGENDA

7:00 Site Assessment Update
Project consultant's report
Presentation by bam tenant, Stanley Held, the Director
of Bird of Prey Rescue Northwest, Inc.

7:20 Comparable Facilities Update
Sample questionnaire
List of facilities to survey

7:45 User Survey Update
Sample questionnaire
Wintering-In
Target dates

8:00 Break

8: 15 Public Workshop
Goals
Format and approach
PAC involvement
Coordination of activities

8:45 Other Business

9:00 Meeting Close
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MEMORANDUM

Laurel Lyon, Nevue Ngan Associates

Jane Hart, Metro
Carla Simon, Oregon Historical Society

9/26/95 Meeting of Howell Territorial Park Project Advisory Committee

September 29, 1995

From:

To:

Date:

Bird of Prey operates a recovery facility for eagles, owls, falcons, hawks and other large
birds that have been injured and can be returned to an appropriate habitat in the wild.

The second meeting of the Project Advisory Committee Meeting (PAC) took place on
September 26, 1995, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Howell Territorial Park Bam.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

URBAN DESIGN

E N V I R ON MEN TAL P LAN N I N G

Re:

Bird ofPrey
Stanley Held, Director of the Bird of Prey Rescue Northwest, Inc., made a presentation
about the scope and purpose of the Bird of Prey facility to be located in the rear of the
bam and leased from Metro.

Attending members: Marge Taber, Mabel Dudley, Jean Fears, Donna Matrazzo,
Cameron Vaughan-Tyler, Jack Cleaver
Project Team: Jane Hart, Carla Simon, Bo Nevue, Laurel Lyon, David Smith (Wildlife
Dynamics, Inc.)
Guests: Judy Bridge, Stanley Held, Janelle Geddes

The facility at the bam will be completed sometime in the late fall of this year. It will be
open 12 hours a day between 7 a.m. - 7 p.m., with 24-hour access for emergencies.
Typically the center cares for 300-400 birds per year. At anyone time there may be 30­
40 birds in recovery at the facility. Because the intent of Bird of Prey is to return the
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birds to a wild setting, the staff minimizes human contact during the rehabilitation phase.
Bird of Prey also has one acre of land near ODFW land for larger bird cages.
• Screening will be needed to block views of the birds from their fenced outdoor

exercise area. Stan will put up until a tree or shrub screen can be planted.
• Direct access of the rescue and release vehicle to the back of the barn is desirable, as

is parking in the same vicinity
• Stan thought signage for the center would be appropriate.

Site Assessment
Bo Nevue began the site assessment report by distributing an article about agricultural
history in Oregon, Sauvie Island being a rich part of that heritage. The master plan will
connect the agricultural heritage of Sauvie Island with the rise of"agri-tourism" in the
Willamette Valley.

Sauvie Island is a dynamic, changing landscape. Even before human inhabitation the
Columbia River shifted its course, depositing gravel beds where the Island now sits.
Over time seasonal flooding built up deposits of alluvial soils to form an island with a
deep layer of rich topsoil.

Due to its fertile topsoil, abundance of game and fish, vegetation and temperate climate,
the Island has been an attractive settling area for humans and animals alike. It has been
managed by humans since the Native Americans inhabited it. Old maps would show a
different island than what we see now. Recent dams on the Columbia and Willamette
Rivers and dike construction on the Island have eliminated the flooding. As a result the
landscape, wildlife and human interaction on the Island have changed

The purpose of the site assessment is to evaluate the physical character of the park and
provide a basis for forming management objectives, formulating alternative schemes,
and designing the concepts for a final master plan. Once the draft assessment is
complete in a few weeks, it will be distributed to the PAC members for their review.

Dave Smith, the project wildlife ecologist, will assess the existing conditions for wildlife
habitat, as well as evaluate proposed improvements that mayor may not be in conflict
with wildlife habitat preservation and enhancement. He will match management
objectives with habitat enhancement, design ideas, and habitat viewing areas. He will
also make recommendations for special wildlife educational opportunities of the
management policies.

With the aid of site maps, Bo discussed some to the more significant points about the
park's physical characteristics in terms of: existing use, access, influences, soils, slopes,
hydrology, and vegetation, that make the park a special place. He explained why these
features are important to the past, present, and future of the park.

pac2nts.doc
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• The house was built on the area of highest elevation on sandy loam, the best soils for
building and cultivation.

• Any new buildings such as restrooms need to be placed outside of the floodplain.
• Vegetation management will help to restore or enhance the wetlands, and prevent the

proliferation of non-native plant life such as reed canarygrass, which has no food
benefit to waterfowl.

• Subtle changes in grade support different soils and distinct plant communities.
• Oaks indicate a well drained soil, different from that of the nearby wetlands.
• Native Americans may have burned grass to open area with oaks to gather acorns.
• Marge added that 40 years ago SCS introduced nutria as a fur bearing income source

for farms. Farmers purchased the animals, but found them not economically viable
and eventually set them free. The freed nutria may have fed on the wapato. The end
of seasonal flooding when the dikes were built also contributed to the demise of this
native plant that was a staple in the Native American diet..

• Donna mentioned that a graduate student is studying the wapato.
• Airplane and bird noises are evident on the site, as well as views to western hills.

Comparable Facilities Survey
Laurel Lyon reviewed the purpose and process of the comparable facilities survey. This
effort is aimed to learn how other similar historic farms have developed programs,
trained staff and budgeted to create successful facilities. She outlined a questionnaire
and cover letter that will be sent to approximately one dozen facilities in the region as
well as nationally. Most historic farms do not have a wildlife refuge in close proximity.
Two parks along rivers and near urban areas and agriculture are also included. A list of
the facilities and a quick summary of why they were chosen was distributed along with
the draft of the cover letter and the survey itself. Laurel asked for comments on any of
the materials by the end of the week. She will follow up the mailing of the questionnaire
with calls to the facilities.

Mabel believes that the Howell Living History Farm in Titusville, New Jersey may have a
family connection to the Thomas Howell Family, who also came from New Jersey.

User Survey
The purpose ofthe user survey is to find out who now uses the park, what they value,
how we can better program the park to attract users from other island areas, and learn
what other similar facilities they are visiting. Even though the master plan cannot
a,xomplish all the wishes of the public, it is valuable to discern general trends of those
people who come to the park.

PAC members were given a copy of the survey distributed during the Wintering-In
Festival on Saturday, September 20, 1995. Seventy surveys were completed.

Overall attendance to the Wintering-In is estimated at over 2500.

pac2nts.doc
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Laurel read a random sample ofopen ended comments addressing what people liked and
improvements they wanted at the park:
• "Wildlife blinds are OK, but no shooting."
• "Wedding gazebo should fit historic park theme."
• "Don't let the grass be a fire hazard. No fireworks."
• "I like the preservation and environmental concerns; the old fashioned feeling."
• "Like the orchard and trees."
• "Maintain the horticultural and agricultural connection."
• "Need trails to wetlands and wildlife viewing."
• "Like smaller scaled events like Wintering-In (as opposed to larger events)."
• "First time to park. Want to know more about it."
• Island resident: "Wants living history demonstrations, wedding gazebo, wildlife

infonriation and Island history." .
• "Likes the country connection."
• "The herb garden is in a sad state. What happened? It looks ratty. Would like to have

table and chairs on house porch."

Regarding the herb garden:
• Marge suggested a way to manage the herb garden would be to get garden clubs and

local nurseries to maintain them, or sponsor their care and upkeep.
• Judy added that the Native Plant Society and the Hardy Plants Societies might be

good sources. They could have a program where people purchase a plant for the herb
garden, then receive (or sell) cuttings later on.

• Keep plantings in historic farm theme.

Jane commented that the most effective way to get user surveys completed is to do it one­
on-one. Other distribution areas and/or people included:
• Public Workshop - hand out to participants
• Safety Action Team Office (Terry Dufour)
• Nature Conservancy Board (Donna Matrazzo)
• Grange (Mabel Dudley)
• Booster Club including produce stands (Angela Schillereff)

Public Workshop
The project's first pubJic workshop will be held on Saturday, October 7th between 1
p.m. - 4 p.m.

Bo explained that the project team has chosen an open house format, to encourage
participants' interaction, one-on-one dialogues between the project team, PAC Members
and the public. By having the workshop at the site the participants will be able to see the
issues as well as visualize the possibilities of the park. Hopefully the exchange of ideas
and stories will be an educational process for all.

pac2nts.doc
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Weather permitting there will be a series of five stations located close together in the
main activity area of the park. As participants arrive they will be greeted at a registration
desk, given an introduction to the park and project, and directed to the first station of the
tour. Each station will have at least one person who will make a brief presentation about
the area as small groups tour the park, answer questions and elicit comments. A user
survey (to complete on site will be given to each participant at the Barn/Wrap up area
·The suggested staffing of station follows:

1. Introduction Table -Laurel, PAC members, Janelle
2. Wildlife Area. - Donna, Bill Kinyoun
3. Orchards and Ground~' - Bo, Pete
4. House - Jean Burlingham, Carla, Jack Cleaver
5. Barn - Marge
6. Wrap-up and Refreshments - Jane, Mabel, Barb, PAC Members (Angela)

After people have gone through the tour they can mingle, talk with PAC members, and
enjoy light refreshments. Approximately every half hour a wrap up discussion will be led
by Jane or Barb to see what common themes have been brought up.

If it rains the workshop will be held in the agricultural museum, with a brief look at the
first floor of the house and slides of the wildlife habitat showing on a wall.

• Bo will provide parking signs.
• Mabel will provide table cloths.
• PAC Members and project team members will have name tags.

Publicity
• Jane has contacted the calendars for the Oregonian and Willamelle Week.
• An article will be in the Oregonian.
• An announcement was in the September issue of the Sauvie Island Outlook.
• It was suggested to contact KATU AM Northwest as well as radio stations that make

public service announcements.

Other Business
Mabel showed a photograph of how the lake near her property used to be. With pumping
it could return to that state.

Marge said that the lake lost its constant water supply when a point of seepage was
repaired on the dike.

The next PAC Meeting will be scheduled for October 24th at the Howell bam at 7:00.

The second public workshop to review the alternative schemes is scheduled for
November 14th, at the Sauvie Island School.

pac2nls.doc



Howell Territorial Park Master Plan
Project Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting

7:00-9:00 pm, October 24, 1995
Howell Territorial Park Barn

AGENDA

7:00 Open House/Public WorkshopI
Public comments received
Debrief and discussion

7:15 User Survey Update
Volunteers to tabulate responses

7:20 Comparative Facilities Survey
Overview of responses

7:30 Overview of September 26 PAC meeting

7:45 Management Objectives to Guide Park Improvements

8:00 Break

8:15 First Cut at Design Alternatives for the Park

8:45 Upcoming Events
November 6th Interpretive Themes Brainstorm Session with local historians

.. November 14th Public Meeting to review alternative designs for park's future
Other

9:00 Meeting Close
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(503) 227-5802
FAX (503) 227-5810

10/24/95 Meeting of Howell Territorial Park Project Advisory Committee

Laurel Lyon, Nevue Ngan Associates

Jane Hart, Metro
Carla Simon, Oregon Historical Society

November 13, 1995

From:

To:

Re:

Date:

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

URBAN DESIGN

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING

The third meeting of the Project Advisory Committee (PAC) took place on October 24,
1995, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Howell Territorial Park Bam.

Attending members: Marge Taber, Mabel Dudley, Jean Fears, Donna Matrazzo,
Cameron Vaughan-Tyler, Jack Cleaver, Angela Schillereff, Terry Dufour
Project Team: Jane Hart, Carla Simon, Bo Nevue, Laurel Lyon, Barb Abrams
Guest: Judy Bridge

Public Workshop I 10/7/95
Laurel distributed a general summary of the public workshop, including written
comments by participants. She observed that there were a number of attendees who had
not known about the workshop, but once on the site participated. Some people who
weren't aware of the park's existence, stayed for over an hour.

User Survey Update
Laurel announced that to date over 100 user surveys have been returned. Mabel handed
in more at the meeting from the Grange. Mabel also asked for additional copies from
Jane to give to friends in Scappoose.
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Jane said two urban design graduate students at Portland State University, who have
worked on a project about Sauvie Island, have volunteered to tabulate the surveys. The
results should be completed prior to the Public Workshop on November 14th.

Laurel added that where feasible the answers to open ended questions will be written out
for everyone's review.

Comparable Facilities Survey Update
Laurel reviewed the progress on the comparable facilities survey. Sixteen institutions
have' been mailed surveys, ten of them contacted by phone. The remainder will be
contacted by Carla and Laurel prior to the interpretive themes brainstorm session on
November 6th. As of October 24th, three surveys have been returned. Although no
conclusions can be drawn yet, the institutions have a variety of funding sources and
number of visitors. For most places educational programs are a key component in terms
of revenue as well as focus. The number of permanent parking spaces at facilities is
small regardless of the number of overall visitor attendance.

Review of Master Plan Goals
Jane summarized that at this meeting the PAC would look at schematic possibilities for
the future of the park. She repeated the project goals formulated at the first PAC
meeting:
1. Preserve the natural and pastoral quality of the park and Sauvie Island. *
2. Expand opportunities to interpret the pre-history, natural, cultural and agricultural

history of the park and island.
3. Focus recreational use from other island areas, by providing improvements to attract

users.
4. Educate park users as to the unique habitat throughout the island and teach

stewardship that will lead to better respect by visitors.
* Although the first goal was not originally listed, it has been understood from the
beginning and Jane suggested we add it.

Overview of September 26 PAC Meeting
Bo briefly summarized the site assessment presented at the previous PAC Meeting on
September 26th. This assessment would help determine what were the most appropriate
future uses at various l.ocations of the park.

Because no place on Sauvie Island offers the abundance of natural, cultural, agricultural
and historical resources like the park, it is an ideal place to interpret and demonstrate
what makes the Island so special.

Management Objectives
The Management objectives are the basic principles to form the physical appearance of
the park. They have been formulated to ensure that the site improvements, facilities or

pac3nL~,doc
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programs envisioned for the park uphold the master plan goals and maintain the pastoral
character of the park. For example:
I. Site Improvements

• One's view within the site should preserve the historic character as much as
possible.

• Physical features such as wildlife viewing blinds should be sited and constructed
so they "disappear" instead of clutter the park.

• Construct trails on edges of ecological zones to define transitions, differentiate
wildlife habitats, or plant communities. This increases their educational value.

• Position and design signage, fences, picnic tables, garbage cans, etc., to
complement the quiet, historic beauty that draws people to the park now.

2. Natural systems
• Maximize habitat diversity.
• Improve wildlife habitat.
• Improve water quality of wetlands.
• Control watershed areas.
• Improve educational opportunities.

3. Facilities
• Develop plan consistent with ADA.
• Comply with laws, planning, zoning and building codes.
• Ensure new facilities are adequate to serve potential programs, special public

and private events.
• Improve use of the space, especially for educational purposes.

4. Maintenance/operations
• Address remote site security concerns.
• Propose facilities, programs consistent with operating capabilities of managing

agencies, including management of volunteers.
• Use volunteers to staff park during fall and spring.
• Specify durability standards for building construction.
• Property acquisitions need to be consistent with the management policies of the

participating agencies, Metro and OHS,
• Address budget and staffing concerns for increased maintenance.

5. Programs
• Improve natural and cultural resource interpretive opportunities.
• Build on and reinforce what is already at the park. Improvement should

compliment the existing site uses/Island/house character.
• Educate visitors in an engaging and experiential manner.
• Provide a resource for Island residents.
• Educate visitors about island private property - many believe entire island is

public property.
6. Transportation

• Minimize visual impact of parking lot on the site.

pac3nl~.doc
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• .Explore possibility to accommodate large events with shuttle bus service.
• Recommend best access to site, internal circulation patterns.
• Detennine parking lot size needs, location and screening from Sauvie Island

Road and park.

Public Input
Laurel summarized the most significant comments received at the public workshop.
• Don't over develop.
• Increase educational opportunities.
• Expand hours the house and bam are open to public.
• Improve wildlife habitat.
• Provide adequate public improvements for park use.

Basic Assumptions Included in all Site Design Alternatives
Laurel explained that all the site design alternatives include basic elements considered
essential to comply with laws and meet the needs of visitors.
• Improve the parking lot.
• Comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), including parking, trails and

access to the bam and house. (Historic buildings have ADA guidelines that would
not destroy the historic structure's character. Carla will inform us as to the
guidelines appropriate to the house.)

• Add infonnational signage.
• Add year round restrooms and other minor public improvements.
• Include the presence of Bird of Prey facility on the site.

Each of the alternative site designs show two major zones in the park - a passive one for
wildlife and an active one for cultural, interpretation, recreation activities and historic
fann. At a minimum, each design must address the issues outlined below:

PASSIVE ZONE
Wildlife area
Each alternative shows different ways to represent the different natural island habitats:
• Control human access to maximize diversity of wildlife
• Attracting wildlife in tum attracts visitors to view wildlife at the park instead of

other restricted areas of the Island.
1. Scrub/shrub seasonal wetland

• Educational opportunities are maximized with two different wetlands present, one
open water, the other a shrub/scrub area.

• How do we manage an evolving landscape?
• If it dries up, it will be invaded by non-native plants

2. Meadow/pasture
• Non-native plants including tansy, thistle, blackberry and grasses are present
• Present fencing limits access and wildlife viewing

pac3nts.doc
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• Keep trails on edges, away from breeding areas or cutting across meadow, or
around lake's entire perimeter.

• Increase nesting cover.
3. Open water wetland

• Improve water quality. Algae in the lake is indication of oxygen depletion, which
will lead to the putrefaction of the lake, limitation of species that can inhabit it.

• In order to control the watershed for Howell Lake, the dike which is not in the
property, must be maintained.

• Reduce algae bloom, promote insects who tin tum attract waterfowl
4. Oak savanna

• Presently owned by Metro, but has interpretive possibilities.
• Jane added that Metro typically looks beyond own property boundaries, with the

understanding that no adjacent properties would be used without an agreement
with the property owners(s).

ACTIVE ZONE
House/Barn/Grounds Area
• Design structures to be in keeping with historic character
• Expand on historic interpretation and domestic character
• Use House/bam grounds for most educational activities, programs, recreation use,

special events
• Incorporate indoor bam area for usage. Open up side to orchard.

Jane reminded the committee that there is $275,000 ofMultnomah County's share of the
Open Space Bond proceeds designated for improvements to the park. The Bond monies
will not cover all ofthe required costs. The management objectives of the master plan
will help guide the future use and prioritize what improvements should be made first.
She added that the cost of construction and operations of these elements as well as any
other recommendations, would need the approval of Metro before being implemented.

Alternative Schemes
Bo presented three schematic alternatives for discussion to show how the opportunity at
the park to interpret historic and natural features, educate visitors, and attract diverse
wildlife could take fonn. All alternatives also need to reinforce the themes of the
interpretive plan, which will be presented at the next PAC meeting.

Note: Italicized statements represent comments froin PAC members or guests.

Alternative #1
Main Principle: Keep similar to existing park
1. Parking
• Improve grading, surface
• Create spaces and paths that comply with ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act)
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• Screen cars from the park site. They are too visible now.
2. Wildlife Area
• Wildlife viewing would be limited to the marsh in the northwest comer of the park
• Although not accessible by trails, Howell Lake would get some additional riparian

planting
3. House
• Develop "like experiences" for disabled visitors, such as display panels, video or

photo album showing areas inaccessible to them
• Add a discreet earthen ramp on back side of house, screened by shrubbery

(Carla will check on what level ofaccessibility is needed to comply with the law.)
4. Barn
• Bird ofPrey would have maintenance access from a small parking area via a small

simple gravel path to their facility. A narrow, gravel path will encourage them to
drive slowly and keep the access in character of the farm.

• Concern by PAC members as to the suitabillty ofBird ofPrey at the park, due to
their need to severely restrict human contact as part ofthe bird'.') recovery into the
wild.

5. Grounds
• Construct an entry gateway at existing entrance near public parking, with

informational displays about the island, stewardship; preview of park themes, maps,
directions.

• Add year-round restrooms.
• Add covered shelter.

Alternative # 2
Main Principle: Increase wildlife viewing, educational opportunities

6. Parking
• Lead entry road into parking lot to discourage cars away from staff parking and

Marge's driveway.
• Current parking area is too far from main activity area.
7. Wildlife Area
• Expand trail to include access to marsh, along edge between meadow and shrub scrub

wetland.
• Trail will be ADA compliant, but a soft compacted material, wide, not steep.
• Open up view of Howell Lake from house.
• Add unobtrusive viewing blinds.
• Plant hedgerows along trail as a wildlife corridor to provide protection between the

two wetlands and screen people.
• Northeast side of lake will remain off limits to people - no trail.
• Increase educational opportunities for oak savanna, open water, meadow,

shrub/scrub. Explain how these areas are different, how to read the landscape,
respect it.

• Restore meadow.

pac3nts.doc

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

PAC Meeting
October 24,1995
Page 7

• Although cattle can add to the wildlife, overgrazing is bad. (Marge) There is a place
for grazing. (Terry)

• Marge moves cattle around to various meadow areas. She has them graze on park
lands to lower the grass level prior to bird nesting, but then removes them during
nesting season.

• Ifthe cattle leave the meadow entirely, it would have to be mowed to lower grass
level.

• Grazed land does not return to native plants easily or quickly. (Terry)
• The 5praying to remove tansy ragwort probably killed the wildflowers in the meadow.

(Marge)
• There used to be camas; now it's gone. They also plowed it over when they planted

food crops for the ducks and geese.
• Wapato was present until the 1940 's
• There is interpretive value and biological benefit to re-introducing native species.
8. Barn and House
• Improve use of facilities
• Make bam more visible, move access, add doors, windows on north side.
• Improve outdoor lighting in an appropriate manner

Alternative #3
Main Principles: Add Oak Savanna to wildlife area, expand living history farm
program
1. Parking
• On park's west side, use the hay field to demonstrate old farm equipment; use

manure from cattle as fertilizer,
• Add a wild rose arbor to connect parking g to the house (Mabel)
• Parked cars can attract more visitors (Judy)
• At the High Desert Museum in Bend, they have successfully hidden the parking areas

by breaking them up. They rely on advertising and signage to bring people to the
museum.

• Vandalism occurs ifcars are hidden.
• All the other produce markets around the island have large parking lots. (Judy)
• Add a row oftrees on the east side ofthe dike to screen parking. (Mabel)
• Walk between parking and house can be a transitional zone to help acclimate visitors

to the character ofthe historic farm.
• The parking right now is afishbowl situation.
• Duringfestival time there is no way to hide the cars.
• Shuttle buses may be an option; bus tum around area would be included along entry

road.
• Screen off small staff parking lot near bam from site view.
• Make it look like a corral. (Terry)
2. Wildlife Area

pac3nb.doc
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• Includes property acquisition of oak savanna preserve, complementing the other three
natural environments.

• Multnomahs used to bum grasses for acorn harvest.
• Interpret information specific to its own wildlife area.
• Provide boardwalk across area to view wapato.
• Provide short and long trails, to accommodate those not wanting to walk the entire

loop. (Angela)
• Trail becomes an expansive loop connecting areas that attract different wildlife
3. Historic Farm
• Finnish cabin could have interpretive pOSSibilities. (Jack)
• Expand exhibits in the bam, use an introduction to other areas of park; e.g. wildlife,

living farm.
4. Grounds
• Add roses to wedding Gazebo; the Rose Society has old species.
• Wild roses used to be along all the roads on the island.
• Enclose chemical toilets in historic outhouse shell, with ha(fmoon on door. (Mabel)
• Have a live-in ranger - look at the host program.
• Thin thefir grove to prOVide better view ofHowell Lakefrom the house.
• Apparently a boy scout troop planted them. They've been thinned before, to soften the

linear planting. Ask Pete Scheideman.
• Cut one tree each year, gIve it to worthy cause as Christmas tree.

Other Comments
• During pumpkin season school buses come daily to the park jor picnics, but there are

no restrooms for kids to use.
• A1abel: Has the well been testedfor safe drinking water:?
• Marge has aresident beaver
• The marsh used to have muskrats and beaver
• Major area for cattle harassment is at the corral.
• Marge doesn't graze cattle on back NE corner of park property until .~prl11g.

• Mabel added there are no dams on either the park or Marge 'sproperty. Years ago
there was a pump and dike across. Eventually it washed away.

• Mabel - What will the Grange ladies do at the next Wintering In'?

Interpretive Brainstorm Session
On November 6th, the project team will meet wit local historians to assess the input
gathered from the PAC and the first Public Workshop to determine what stories are most
appropriate to interpret at the park. Jack Cleaver and Donna Matrazzo of the PAC have
been asked to attend in their professional capacities. Dave Bucy, interpretive planner and
part of the project team will lead the session.
Comments:
• What do people remember about a place?

pac3nts.doc
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• How do you spin a yam with many threads?
• When Marge provides interpretation at the agricultural museum, she typically starts at

the separator or butter chum, two items that older people can relate to. The people
become involved and add their own stories.

November 14th Public Meeting
the second Public Workshop will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 14th. at
the Sauvie Island School.

Nevue Ngan will present the possibilities that have evolved from this meeting,
interpretive brainstorming, and surveys.

The format will probably be more formal than the last, with a presentation; although
people may break up in small groups.

• Ads will appear in the Sauvie Island Outlook, Neighbors between River, St. Johns
Review, Oregonian and Willamette Week Calendar, Northwest Examiner. Jane also
has a mailing list of over 100 people.

• PAC members who live on the island will distribute notices to the Cracker Barrel,
Produce Markets, etc.

The next PAC meeting is Tuesday, December 5th.

pac3nts.doc



Howell Territorial Park Master Plan
PAC Meeting
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 5, 1995
Howell Territorial Park Barn

PROPOSED AGENDA

7:00 Process Review

7:15 November 14th Public Meeting
Summary
Comments

7:30 Interpretive Meeting Summary

7:45 Review of Proposed Plan

8:00 Priorities and Phasing

8: 15 Vision of sugar plums

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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MEMORANDUM

12/5/95 Meeting of Howell Territorial Park Project Advisory Committee

December 13, 1995

Laurel Lyon, Nevue Ngan Associates

Jane Hart, Metro
Carla Simon, Oregon Historical Society

From:

To:

Date:

Re:

The fourth meeting of the Project Advisory Committee (PAC) took place on December 5,
1995, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Howell Territorial Park Bam.

Jane opened the meeting by thanking everyone for their participation in the public
meeting held on November 14th, 1995.. She noted Marge and Mabel's help with the
refreshments and especially thanked Angela for speaking so well about the PAC
formation and members.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

URBAN DESIGN

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING

Attending members: Marge Taber, Mabel Dudley, Jean Fears, Donna Matrazzo,
Cameron Vaughan-Tyler, Jack Cleaver, Angela SchilJereff, Terry Dufour
Project Team: Jane Hart, Carla Simon, Bo Nevue, Laurel Lyon, Barb Abrams
Guest: Judy Bridge

Process Overview
Bo briefly reviewed the progress of the master plan and what needs to be done next to
complete the plan. He thanked everyone for their contributions, noting that this type of
effort demonstrates what public involvement is supposed to be. Tonight's meeting has
the added feature ofMabel's personal photos that document the lives of Howells and
other Islanders for generations.

Although this is the last meeting of the PAC, the project team may contact individuals on
an as needed basis.

•
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The management scenarios that were presented at the November 14th public meeting
represent the data, information and feedback from the Project Advisory Committee
meetings. The site assessment addressed opportunities and constraint of the site, as well
as directed activities to two discreet areas---one for wildlife and the other for the historic
farm and recreational activities.

The next step is to review the proposed plan with Charlie Ciecko, Director of Metro
Parks and Greenspaces, and Chet Orloff, Director of the Oregon Historical Society. The
team will continue to incorporate more details related to enhancing the historic character
and site capabilities, add design standards and make refinements to the plan.

The draft document will be available in one or two months' time. It will need to be
approved by Metro and OHS committees prior to approval by the Metro Council. PAC
members will receive a copy of the draft document during the three week public
comment period and are encouraged to make comments in writing to Metro.

November 14th Public Meeting De-Briefing
Laurel distributed copies of the public meeting notes. She summarized that
approximately 25 people (outside of the project team and PAC members) attended,
including several adjacent landowners. The project team was pleased with the generally
favorable response to the proposed plans. The concluding comment period brought some
new ideas and reinforced many of the concepts already incorporated in the plan. The
following comments were made to individual PAC members after the formal meeting
broke up:
• Mr. Grandy, who lives north of the park is concerned about how to separate his water

from the Howell Lake watershed. He suggested a berm (constructed at the park's
expense.) He has wanted to grow row crops on the park's land for years.

• Mr. Getz would like to be the live-in ranger.
• The Douglases are concerned with vehicles using their driveway as a turnaround.

Could the park make it clear that the County road stops at the park boundary?
• Marge commented that many people she has talked to over the last few weeks are in

favor of the plan's general concept to leave the park like it is now, with a few
improvements and increased interpretive information.

• It has been a universal request to add year round restrooms and increase the hours and
days of the year the house and bam are open to the public.

Interpretive Themes Session Summary
Laurel distributed copies of a Summary of the Interpretive Themes Session that occurred
on Monday, November 6th, 1995. The purpose of the meeting was to assemble a number
of historians, interpretive planners and storytellers to help determine the appropriate
themes for the Howell Park educational and interpretive programs.

pac4nls.doc
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After introductions and a brief description of the master plan process by Bo, project team
member, David Bucy, an interpretive planner, described the two basic methods to give
people interpretive information. The encyclopedia approach provides a wealth of
information, but leaves it up to the viewer to filter what is significant. The "novel"
approach tells a story with selected facts that support the basic theme of the exhibit. Most
people respond more favorably to having the built-in filters of the "novel" approach. He
recommended that this be the method more appropriate for the park. Because there are
so many topics that could be interpreted at the park, the selection of appropriate themes
is especially important.

The participants broke up into three smaller groups to brainstorm about key topics that
help trace the significance of various Island residents in the past. With the aid of
worksheets, each group was asked to suggest what they would like visitors to know about
a key topic, where at the park each story is best told, and what techniques would be best
for audience engagement. Suggested key topics were: The Use of the Land by Wildlife,
Native Americans, Early Explorers and Trappers, Settlers, Farmers, and People Today.

Some of the significant themes or ideas were:
• This is an island, which makes it unique and different.
• Everything has migrated to the Island; significant change has always come from the

outside.
• The island is a continuum that is connected through interpreting the cultural and

natural occurrences over time and season.
• Sauvie Island is a changing place and will continue to be so.
• People of different times or cultures have interpreted the landscape differently.
• Stewardship is a relative term, based on economic, spiritual and cultural values.
• The previous wildlife abundance has depleted due in part to human changes in the

environment and hunting.
• Sauvie Island is part of what once was a major hub of a thriving Northwest Indian

culture.
• Trappers and explorers worked very closely with the Native Americans.
• Settlers altered the environment to meet their needs.
• The end of isolation for the Island brought both positive and negative changes.

Laurel also noted that useful sug~estion on how to teach stewardship to children were
discussed:
.We need to carry over interpretation from the Island to the rest of people's lives
• Have a children's summer camp, adult history camps
• Explain stewardship in a Hule shelter.
• Teach skills to minimize impact on wildlife. Learn how to "walk like a cow".

pac4nts.doc
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• Marge added that she can walk up to nesting geese by walking between two cows,
because the geese are accustomed to the cows.

• Mabel said that waterfowl are less likely to flyaway if you wear dark colors.
• Laurel commented that one of the rewarding aspects of the interpretive themes

session was that the experts reinforced the ideas that had been formulated by the
project team and the PAC.

• Bo added that these interpretive themes, and recommendations on where and how
they would be told at the park would be included in the master plan.

Review of Preferred Plan
Each of the three management scenarios presented at the Public Meeting built upon the
previous one. The third scenario best met the overall goals ofthe master plan. It
includes the 20-acre oak savanna, which is now owned by Marge Taber. If the savanna
can be brought into the park boundary, all of the major habitats of the Island will be
represented at the park. This expanded acreage will allow for improved opportunities for
wildlife viewing, and Native American interpretation. The additional land will also
allow the park to control the watershed for Howell Lake and manage the dike between
the lake and the Gilbert River. The east side of Howell Lake will remain a refuge and be
off-limits to general human activity. The park will also be able to re-establish a more
comprehensive perimeter plantings to control its viewshed. Following the November
14th public meeting Metro staff met with Marge to express interest in bringing her entire
40 acres (including the 20-acre oak savanna) into the park boundary eventually. Metro
believes this would greatly enhance the park's future and asked Marge ifshe minded the
project team presenting this design option-to the committee tonight. She agreed to the
presentation which will be discussed in more detail later.

Wildlife Area
As part of this plan the marsh in the NW comer of the park will have a fluctuating water
level, controlled in part by natural seasonal water. Invasive woody species, such as the
cottonwoods will be thinned and blackberries cut back to some degree.

• Terry Dufour is looking into a water management program using native species at the
ODFW wildlife center. The timing of the water fluctuation is more critical than the
volume. If the marsh dries out completely in the summer and the bed is disked before
refilling it, native plant seeds can grow and eliminate the non-native competition.
The water fluctuation also keeps the woody species at bay, although it may be
advisable to mechanically farm the shorelines. Native plants exceed any row crop as
a draw for wildlife. This approach has a lower impact on the habitat, even with a
small amount of mechanical farming. Terry will folIow up with the project team on
more detailed information.

• Marge added that the carp that used to live in the lake kept it clean by eating the
algae.

pac4nts.doc
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• Mabel said a hunter shot at ducks from her back yard (illegal). Terry asked Marge or
any other island to call him if they see hunters in a no-hunting area.

• Judy added that people from the outside assume the whole island is public property
and treat private property as if it were their public playground.

Bo added that one of the main priorities will be to add an on-site ranger who would
decrease the misuse of the parks' grounds.

Historic Farm
The historic farm area will have some features that weren't shown in detail at the public
meeting. Ideas from the PAC members such as the arbor, shelter, restrooms and
additional wedding facilities will be incorporated into the master plan.

The bam is the logical place for the main indoor educational programs including
interpretive exhibits, a classroom and community room. As a historic structure the house
is not an appropriate place for these activities.

Any physical improvements to be made throughout the park should be unobtrusive, to
help preserve and protect the historic character that everyone values

The project team explored another idea mentioned at the previous meeting, namely that
the logical place for the park entry was near the bam, instead of its present location to the
northwest of the House.

As mentioned earlier Metro has expressed interest to Marge in eventually purchasing her
entire forty acres that includes her present residence. Metro believes this additional land
would greatly enhance the park.
• The additional land gives the park an increased buffer between wildlife and adjacent

properties.
• The threat of a land use that is incompatible to the park is eliminated.
• The historic viewshed and character can be maintained.
• There is more "breathing space" for additional educational activities such as day

camps, trapper's cabin, Native American long house.
• Security would be improved with a caretaker's residence located near the entrance

and with better view of the main activity sites of the farm.
• The park entrance would be moved to a more logical location that provides visitors

with direct access and orientation to the activity areas, especially for handicapped
users. (The hay field would remain as overflow parking for large events. )

• Bird of Prey would have their own vehicular entrance. (Marge added that during the
time when the park doesn't have ownership of her land, the Bird of Prey could use
the existing easement for access.)

pac4nts.doc
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With this scheme the park access road would be moved to a more southern location, with
a sweeping curve that would give a view of the House and combine the two fields. Bo
suggested the field could be an ongoing demonstration for the use of historic farming
equipment.

Mabel added that her pictures on display include several of threshing and shocking hay at
the farm. She also said the park would need to be on the alert for the potential fire
hazard of the field.

Project Phasing
Although there is some money available from the bond measure that passed in May and
OHS grant, it cannot cover all the improvements recommended at one time. A
prioritized phasing will allow the park to proceed to build on improvements as funding
becomes available.
1. Make improvements mandated by law, that are low cost or are maintenance

issues.
• ADA compliance
• Restrooms
• Better informational signage
• Vegetative management (could be done by County work crews).
• Add Site Ranger/Caretaker
2. Create Revenue Generators
• Shelter for weddings and events
• Outdoor utility improvements
3. Add improvements for educational programs and activities
• Add trails, wildlife viewing blinds, interpretive information
• Create a domestic historic farm setting
• Add classroom, office to bam.
• Provide community meeting space
• Expand on the bam's interpretive exhibits
• Add windows and openings to bam on orchard side
• Build outdoor kitchen as activity node for historic domestic living interpretation.

Bo added that the house and bam would expand their hours and number of days of the
year to be opened.

One of the master plan's next steps will be to analyze the financial issues and review the
recommendations with Charlie Ciecko, and Chet Orloff. Some improvements can be
made with the aid of volunteer groups. The park will benefit from their investment of
time and energy as a commitment to the park's future.

pac4nts.doc .
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The formal meeting concluded when each PAC member chose a small wind-up toy as a
token of esteem from the project team for their contribution to the project.. Hot cider,
bread and cookies were served.

pac4ms.doc
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Small groups will tour the park grounds and facilities and put
their collective imaginations to work for ways to best preserve this
historic farm and unique natural area for people and wildlife.

The open house will be held at Howell Park, 13901 NW Howell
Park Rd., approximately one mile north of the Sauvie Island bridge.

A community open house from 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 7,
will allow citizens to experience a historic farm setting and
participate in planning the future of Howell Park and the historic
Bybee House on Sauvie Island.

Sept. 20, 1995
For immediate release
For more information, call Jane Hart, (503) 797-1585

Open house set for Howell Park, Bybee House on Sauvie Island

The open house is sponsored by Metro Regional Parks and
Greenspaces and the Oregon Historical Society, partners in the
master planning process. The sponsors jointly manage and maintain
the park grounds and facilities.

The intent of the master planning process is to identify education
programs, activities and complimentary facilities for the park that
will increase awareness and stewardship of the natural, cultural and
agricultural resources at the park.

Representatives of Metro, Oregon Historical Society, Bird of Prey
Rescue Northwest, Inc. and members of an independent project
advisory committee will be on hand to lead tours of the park.
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Open house highlights include:

• Refreshments on the grounds of this historic farm

• A tour of the Bybee House, pioneer orchard and agricultural
museum

• Viewing wildlife from wetlands and grounds of the park

• Sharing stories and photographs of the park

• Provide ideas about what makes Sauvie Island and the
park so special

• Learn how you can be involved in planning for the future of the
park.

For more information, call Jane Hart at (503) 797-1585

# # #
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I attended the school 110<11'<\ meeting- of .111
20th in hopes of g-cUing facts, 1101 r'UIllOI'
as to what is being- done about the Sauvi
Island School system. All I (;ot was mo

Ifi. confused as it was practically impossihle
heal'; but ill all fainless to the boai'll I d

.D have to leave befor'e the meeting was ovel
U)

I have lived on the Island 1'01' 73 .yeal's al

until recent year's the entire population
the Island was kept informed and was ask!
to pal,ticipate in all major' changes 011 l'

Island. I left t.he meeting with the imp,'c
sion that there al'(~ 28 students and til(
parents, along with the school board makil
all the decisions as to. the hig-h school.
these pal'ents al'e' "footing the entire hi
then the I'est of liS have 1I01hing to s
about it; IJUT IF WE, as tax [H1,)'CI'S. ;\

heing asked to help with the cost of 1I
education then, I believe it is only fnil' til
we have a right. to be part of thc decisi
making process.

~ TO THE SAUVIES ISlAND SCHOOL BOAr
-i b.y Mabel )Judlcj'
r
o
Q

~

Some of the questions I would have like'
ask the board werc; Is it trlle thaI .)'011 h<l
bought or rented sevel'al bllildings? Wh('
are you putting' them? If on t.he seh(
property is the septic system \~e lIa ve n'
adcquate? If not, hnve j'O\l obtained t
permits to install a new sys(PllI? For I"
maller do y<>u have the pel'lnits to (>1!

whatever type of building ~'ou 31'e goillg
use, on the Island? Or have yOIl put t
"cart befol'e the horse". Anel 1'1 ha t a be
water? Is there a minimum nl.lndlPr' of sl
dents required for' each class ill ol'dp,' 10 f:

s ta te I'e ven ue? Do YOll ha v e tltem s ig; n Pel

or are ;you speculating?

And last, but not least, whcl'e i~:; the 11101\

coming from to pay for all of this? If y
have enough of a surplus on Italnl to InE

all the bills then why II;lS my taxes g<H1P
every year??? III closing I would like
suggest that the schoo) hoard hold a pili
mpp1in!?' ::lnd rriV0 II", '~l"",l ,·"",;,1",,1·

will [)f'csenl "/\ Centul'.)' of Violence: Lpss,
Well a v e Not Lea r ned" at P S II .s TOll I' t

0) Wor'ld at lIome this Summer fJ'(~e ledll
l> series. I nstrLlctol' Arun Gand hi develop,
e the M. K. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolenc
< a nonprofit, nonsectarian ol'ganizat ion d

voted to promotiilg the understanding
tl non-violence and. peaceful resolution
J' conflict. lie will be spP<1king Wedncscla.\'
r Noon, August 2nd, at PSU IJallroom inSmi
~ Memol'ial Center. FOI' a complete listing
) "The Tour' The World at Home' series fc;\tu
o ing visiting professol's, call 725-8500.

Maybe so but she can certainly try to fool
doctors! .•.••• Tim and Angela Schillereff are
very pleased with theil' 'second son that came
to live with them ,on June 20th. The doctor
thought Tylel' Joseph was going to be a girl
and as far as big brother Nick is concerned
(who will be 2 in September) he isn't even
sure if Tyler is even necessary at all!!

T he intent of the Master Plan is to identif.)'
education programs, activities and compli­
mcntar.)' facilities for the Park that will
increase respect and stewardship of the
natural, cultural and agricultural resources
at the Park and on the Island. Opportunities
will be explored to direct visitors towards
the Park for educational and recreational
purposes without compromising the Park's
pastor'al qualities and in a way that suppor'ts
local residen t' s desires and needs. Metro
and 0 II S believe that to be successful, the
Master Plan should be consistent with the
values and qualities that are unique to
Sau vie Island. For more information about
the project, contact Jane lIart, 797-1585 or
Bo Nevue.at 227-5802.

By Jane lIart

YOU CAN'T FOOL MOTHER NATURE!

Tyler, may be the second heir for the S. I.
Kennels, never the less he didn't want to
wait any longer and arrived 10 days eady.
lie felt he was ready "to meet the world"
with his credentials of7 pounds 15 ounces
and 20 inches long. Mom S;\ys tha I Dad is

VII .... <llUI·uays ann ~UI\(la.)'s 1"<)1' a:~ 1/2 Iiollr'
shift. If you are in tCI'cstcd please call Pa lila
Cadolti at 248-34G8 or 30G-5739. If you
would like to join the Safety Action Commit­
tec, or have any comments, the next meeting
is August 8th, 7 pm at ODFW office.

Metr'o Regional Parks and Greenspaces
Department and the Oregon lIistol'ical Socie':'"
ty (0 II S) are conducting a long range plan­
ning effort to ensure continued preser'vation
of the natural and cultural l'esources at the
Howell Territorial Park. Sauvie Island
residents, park users and interested citi­
zens will have several opport~nities to be
involved in the master planning pr'ocess
throughout the project. A public open
house event will be held at the Par'k in
September and the date will be announced in
the September issue of the Outlook. Nevile
Negan Associates, a Portland based land­
scaped architecture firm, will wor k with
Metro and OilS during the planning process
and will prepare a Master Plan document.

HOWELL TERRITORIAL PARK MASTER PLAN
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WINTERING-iN 1995

COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

HOWELL PARK MASTER PLAN BEGINS
by Metro and Oregon Historical Society

Mar k your calendar for Saturday,· October
7th, 1 - 4 pm, at the Howell Territorial Park ~

for the HOWELL PARK OPEN HOUSE. Enjoy ~

..ef..eshments on the g ..ounds of this historic
farm; Tour the Bybee-Howell House, pioneer ,=~~--=;:--:;;;il;;;;;;;; --a
orchard and agricultu..al museum; View
wildlife f ..om wetlands and grounds of the
pa..k; Give us your ideas about what makes
Sauvie Island and the park so special; Share
you.. sto..ies and photog..aphs of the park;
Meet with the members of the Project Ad-
visory Committee; Learn more about the

maste.. plan and how you can contribute to
the fo ..ming of the park's future. For more
info..mation please contact Jane Hart at Metro
797-1585, 0.. Bo Nevue at Nevue Nagan
Associates 227-5802.

The long range planning for Howell Ter­
ritorial Park has begun. Met..o and the
Oregon Historical Society (p..oject sponsors)
have formed a Project Advisory Committee of
Island residents and other organizations
interested in the pa..k. The committee will
p ..ovide ongoing advice and community input
for the master plan. Project sponsors would
also like to get your comments, ideas and
images to help formulate educational and
recreational programs that support the
pastoral qualities of the park and Island.

The O..egon Histo..ical Society's Annual
Winte..ing-In Harvest Festival takes place
Saturday, September 23rd at the Howell
Territorial Park f ..om 11-4 pm with a sug­
gested donation of $1 per person fo .. admis­
sion. Pa..king is f ..ee. Theday's festivities
include pionee.. c ..afts and demonstrations,
children's games and activities, folk music,
fresh-p ..essed apple cider, natu..e walks,
pioneer orchard and tours of the historic
1858 Bybee House and Agricultural Museum.
The O..egon A..chaeological Society and the
Native Plant Society of Oregon will also
p ..ovide educational activities/displays. For
more info..mation call 222-1741.

production company used the Island for
filming "Fatal Exposure" which was on the
USA Netwo..k, a cable television channel.
They filmed then in the Fish and Wildlife
a ..ea, The Be....y Basket, Pastorino Fa..m,
Fazio Fa..m, John & Ma..ie Colasu..do and
Steve & Deneen Fe..gl;lson's homes.

. in being involved in
ite Vicky McGath, PO
~8 or call 621-3625.

thei.. baskets into 4
, Appalachian, Shaker
, teach 2 techniques,
nd various fo..ms of
1 thei.. own dyeing ­
1 dyes 0 .. natu..al dyes
j( walnuts.

sses fo.. anyone inter­
I in someone's home 0 ..

lace, eithe.. sometime
19. They would like to
,ced classes fo .. ages 18
e..ent methods.

fo.. thei.. hou..s of
lell done!

ena Bu..ton of "Bask­
been designing and
lout 12 yea..s. They
1 Washington, Texas,

Both have teaching
ersity of. Hawaii, and
.ng people of all ages.

) MAKE BASKETS?

:>n, Inc., have selected
~ the location fo.. the
nini-series, "Dead by
~d p ..obably in No~em­
~s is based on an Ann
ld Cunningham case, a
1 occu.. red in Portland.
m mu..de..ed his wife,
attempted to create an
et Highway to cove.. his
icted and on December
~ed to se..ve life with no

{SUNSET"

;auvie Island Moo..age
,rney in the case and on
h, fo .. 14 hours ·filming
s houseboat of scenes
lvolvement in the case.
iren A..thu.. , Executive



COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
TO PLAN THE FUTURE

OF HOWELL PARK
ON

SAUVIE ISLAND

• View wildlife at park wetlands.

• Share your stories and
photographs of the pilrk.

• Learn how y~)U can be
involved in planning
the future of the park.

• Refreshments served on the
grounds of this historic farm.

• Meet the park master plan
project advisory committee.

• Tour the Bybee House, pioneer
orchard and agricultural museum.

Meeting HighlightsWhat
Come to a community open house
to participate in planning for the
future of Howell Park and the'
historic Bybee House.

METRO

For more information call
Jane Hart at ~1etro 797-1585

Sponsors
Metro Regional Parks
and Greenspaces Department
and the Oregon Histori~al Society.

Where
Howell Park on Sauvie Island
13901 NW Howell Park Rd.
(approx. one mile north of the
Sauvie Island bridge)

.When
Saturday, October 7, 1 to 4 p.m.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



Howell Territorial Park Master Plan Public Workshop I
Saturday, October 7, 1995, I p.m. - 4 p.m.
Howell Territorial Park

Sign-in Attendance: 30
Weather: wann, sunny
User Surveys completed: 16
Attendance Profile:
Among the participants were Howell Park frequent users as well as many who were first
time visitors. Some mentioned they had seen the 10/6/95 article in the Oregonian; others
had come to picnic and decided to stay for the workshop and house toUT. Most people
stayed at least I li2 hours, many extending their visit for the house tour at 3:30 p.m.
Approximately ten people accompanied Donna Matrazzo on the wildlife walk to Howell
Lake. Although some Sauvie Island residents attended, most people were from the
Portland Metro area.

Workshop Team:
PAC members: Mabel Dudley, Jean Fears, Bill Kinyoun (Terry Dufour alternative),
Angela Schillereff, Marge Taber
Metro: Janelle Geddes, Jane Hart, Pete Scheideman
Oregon Historical Society: Barb Abrams, Jean Burlingham, Jack Cleaver, Carla Simon
Nevue Ngan Associates: Laurel Lyon, Bo Nevue

Workshop Format:
Meeting participants were greeted at the registration table where they could view the
preliminary goals for the Howell Territorial Park Master Plan (listed below):
1. Expand opportunities to interpret the pre-history, natural, cultural and agricultural

history of the park and island.
2. Focus recreational use from other island areas, by providing improvements to attract

users.
3. Educate park users as to the unique habitat throughout the island and teach

stewardship that will lead to better respect by visitors.

Participants were invited to take self-guided tours of theme stations located throughout
the park. At each theme station large tablets were set on picnic tables for writing
comments. The workshop team recorded verbal comments. Many comments were
generated and are summarized below by theme station.

Wildlife Station
1. In tenns of wetlands/preservation - how does this compare with other sites?
2. Clean up the berry bushes.
3. Elmer Peterson has stories about parties in the Howell House - a piano...
4. Possible to have other native plants that don't rely on flooding/pumping water?
5. Spending too much money on pumping?
6. Would like to see pumping water into marsh.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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7. Maintain water levels in lake, wetlands.
8. Are there enough trails/interpretive areas?
9. Trails comply with ADA Law - not a barrier for people. A boardwalk would be great.
10. Keep some places for animals not for people.
11. Preserve to where people can use it, but not so that people can tramp it all down. (2)
12. Like idea of infonnational plaques identifying birds and plants.
13. Provide wildlife and education in a controlled manner (a path all the way around the

lake would decrease wildlife viewing opportunities because species become
frightened). (2)

14. Educational opportunities for schools/college students and general public (Have
summer day camps for different age groups to generate revenue, like the Zoo camps).

15. Have organized, scheduled school outings here - historic house, wildlife education.
(3)

16. Increase emergent vegetation in lake; deepen portions of the lake to help improve
water quality (lower the temperature and algae growth).

17. Attempt to control nutrient loading(lower fertilizer, cow access) to improve water
quality.

18. Add trees to pond edge to provide more habitat.
19. Journey Across the Rocky Mountains by Rev. Samuel Parker - reported on Indian

projects/commerce on river. A tree cut from island was 60 long 6 foot diameter
20. Would like to see: bio-diversity, natural, native plants and animals encouraged; very

minimal or no development, while considering impacts on Sauvie Island residents.
(6)

21. Restrict non-native vegetation.
22. Restrict nutria if non-native.
23. Sauvie Island is ajewel! Let's keep it beautiful! (2)
24. Would like to see relationships between agricultural use and wildlife habitat

interpreted. For example:
• How can humans be stewards while living within a land parcel?
• What are some of the issues we all need to be aware of to protect places like

Sauvie Island - policy/zoning issues as well as habitat/wildlife issues?
25. Maintain grazing in selected areas away from wetlands areas to provide for geese.
26. Restrict any bovines completely.
27. If cows and wetlands can co-exist, that's OK, it's nice to see cows.
28. Don't alienate people who have been living/fanning here.
29. Any develorment ofnesting cover will require some type of predator control (i.e.

feral cats, domestic cats, opossum, etc.) if it is going to be a success.
30. User fees are necessary.
31. Upgrade the parking lot.
32. The site needs a resident park ranger to protect the resources, enforce regulations.
33. Prioritize and spend money on some focus areas.
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Grounds/Orchard Station
1. Keep parking area small - 25 paved spaces, remainder in grass.
2. Buffer parking area with vegetation.
3. Consider a phased approach to parking. Don't gravel or pave it until actually

monitoring use.
4. Special events should be allowed but provisions for a limited number of parking

spaces should be made. (Let them know they have "X" number of parking spaces and
they should carpool.)

5. User fee is not unreasonable and expected, especially if used specifically for park
improvements and restrooms. People would pay for events. User fee OK at $2.

6. Keep the park it simple.
7. ~ite is good for field trip for school, work or picnic.
8. Restrooms are necessary. Where are they?
9. Restrooms can attract undesirable use.
10. How many historic orchards are in the area?
11. Orchard should be maintained.
12. Some concern about too many people.
13. Accessibility is not just wheelchairs, but for blind and deaf as well.
14. Interpreters should be available for deaf persons.
l5. Should have more school programs.
16. Tri-Met buses should come to park.
17. Have living history like Fort Vancouver.
18. Could people be recognized for their volunteer efforts?
19. Concern with RV use.
20. Same style house at the historic house in Reedsville Oregon - built in New England;

knocked down, and shipped to Oregon and reassembled. Was the Bybee Howell
house a kit?

21. Even though we have lived in Portland all our life, we are first time visitors to the
park. How do people learn about the park now?

House Station
1. Would like to know more about the previously functioning farm - what was here,

where would the food come from, number of acres they farmed, types of crops, how
and where sold and what market, how was it stored - pattern of dairying.

2. Additional user fee: not sure - thinks there should be a way to just visit house if they
don't have an interest in the natural setting.

3. Think an extra fee is worth it (to go to house and bam). (2)
4. There should be a modest park entry fee.
5. Not sure it would be practical to charge a second fee for the house.
6. Facility should be free, but if not, teachers, students and non-profit employees should

get discount.
7. We were here on the weekends this summer and it was not open. Do not think the

hours need to be extended. (4)
8. Need to accommodate people with disabilities on the first floor.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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9. Not in favor of more buildings - maintain what we have - very attractive the way it is.
10. Would like the plants labeled.
11. Maintain the herb garden.
12. No kids.
13. The less people here the better - no school groups no more anything.
14. Never been here before
15. Too remote for Portland
16. Potential is great for using volunteers - garden societies to do original planting.
17. Gift Shop - harvest market with produce'& consignments
18. Petting zoo for school children.
19. Need to address the Native American heritage - what happened to them with the

Donation Land Claims?
20. What type of white settlement community was it here - how was it connected to

Portland?
21. Don't open the cellar of the house to the public.
22. Maintain a kitchen garden and medicinal gardening and provide programming
23. Security - no caretaker - thinks we need one, as it is developed - a ranger who lives

on site.
24. Programming: use weddings to generate revenue.
25. Grounds need to be taken care of.
26. In terms of cultural dynamics, include southern element. School kids are ambassadors

and the get trained and bring information back to classroom.

Barn - Wrap up Station
1. Home Orchard Society work to mentor students that care for orchard. Ownership is

important.
2. Have a gift shop to sell homemade things Islanders make.
3. Kids need a sense of history. A classroom at the park is a good idea for pre-teens to

teenagers.
4. You could advertise to high schools for field trips year round (Melissa Marshall).
5. Would like agricultural demonstrations with historic tools.
6. Have farm animals on site.
7. Need to balance access with preserving the area.
8. Kid's hands-on classes for wildlife - frogs. They will value it later in life.
9. Have Native Amerjcan history and interpretive in a non-colonial area of the park
10. Tie interpretation with use oflandsc:.lpe by people.
11. Have living history demonstrations.
12. Add trails to walk.

Upcoming Events
Public Meeting at the Sauvie Island School, November 14, 1995,7:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

VIEW FUTURE DESIGNS FOR
BYBEE HOUSE AND HOWELL PARK·

ON
SAUVIE IS·LAND

What:
This is your park. Put your mark on design drawings for
future improvements to the Bybee House and Howell
Park.

When:
Tuesday, November 14, 7:00 TO 9:00 PM

Where:
Sauvie Island School cafeteria
14445 NW Charlton Road
Sauvie Island

For more information call Jane Hart at Metro 797-1585

M~TR()



AGENDA

HOWELL TERRITORIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

Public Workshop II
Tuesday, November 14, 1995
7:00 p.m., Sauvie Island School

Sign-In

View Project Displays

Welcome Metro Councilor Ed Washington
Jane Hart, Metro Project Manager

Project Advisory Committee Introductions - Angela Schillereff

Project Presentation
1. Island Overview - Bo Nevue

2. Public Involvement - Laurel Lyon

3. Management Objectives - Laurel Lyon, Jane Hart, Carla Simon

4. Proposed Alternatives - Bo Nevue
• Alternative # 1

• Alternative #2

• Alternative #3

Public Comment
Questions, Comments, Concerns

Summary - Bo Nevue

Closing Remarks - Jane Hart

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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MEMORANDUM

PO BOX 9068
PORTLAND, OR 97207

(503) 227-5802
fAX (503) 227 - 5810

November 14, 1995

Laurel Lyon, Nevue Ngan Associates

Jane Hart, Metro
Carla Simon, Oregon Historical Society

11/14/95 Public Meeting for Howell Territorial Park Master Plan

From:

To:

Date:

Re:

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

URRAN DES]GN

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING

Welcome
Metro Councilor Ed Washington welcomed all participants to the meeting. Although
Sauvie Island is outside the Metro district, as chair of Metro's Regional Facilities
Committee, he is committed to seeing that the public has meaningful input in Metro
facilities, Councilor Washington expressed his excitement about Howell Park. He
attended the first public workshop, where he met Marge Taber and Mabel Dudley,
descendants of the Howells. "This is a significant open space whose future needs our
thoughtful considerati9n. Metro and the Oregon Historical Society (OHS) need the ideas
of the Sauvie Island community on how to treat the Park. It's your island and we're
visitors. We need a plan that can benefit everybody." He looks forward to the master
plan results and thanked attendees for letting Metro be part of the park's historical
expenence.

The second and final Public Meeting for the Howell Territorial Park Master Plan was
held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 14, 1995, at the Sauvie Island School.
Approximately 25 people attended. People were invited to review displays and plans
prior to the presentation.

The Importance of Master Planning
Jan Hart, Metro Project Manager, gave a brief introduction explaining the importance of
the master plan process. The Park's unique combination of wildlife habitat and historic
setting requires a plan for the future that will balance human use and protection of the

•
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park's natural and historic resources. Metro and OHS retained the landscape architecture
and environmental planning firm, Nevue Ngan Associates, to assist with the master plan.

Introduction of Project Advisory Committee (PAC) Members, PAC's Roie, Project
Goals
Angela Schillereff, PAC member, explained the format and role of the Project Advisory
Committee (PAC). The committee is made up of primarily Sauvie Island residents, but
also includes representatives of the County Commissioner's office and the former curator
of the Bybee Howell House. It was decided to keep its membership small to facilitate the
process. Outside experts were called in to attend when needed. Each PAC member
introduced themselves and told of their particular interest in the park:

Marge Taber, Howell descendant and Island resident
Mabel Dudley, Howell descendant, lives next to the park and wants to see the marsh
near the Bybee-Howell House pumped.
Donna Matrazzo, Island resident, Sauvie Island Conservancy (SIC). As part of the SIC,
Donna would like to see the park's wildlife habitat protected and preserved, and wetlands
restoration continued. As a professional scriptwriter for educational films, Donna is also
excited at the opportunity to let more people know about the unique resources of the
Island and park site.
Jack Cleaver, OHS historian. Jack was the former curator at the Bybee-Howell House
and has written three booklets about the house, Island and its past. .
Cameron Vaughan-Tyler, Representative of Multnomah County Commissioner Dan
Saltzman's office. In addition to her official role for the County, Cameron's personal
experience dates back to when her sister used to work at the park.
PAC Members Jean Fears, EditorofSauvie Island Outlook, and Terry Dufour, Sauvie
Island Wildlife Manager, were able to attend only the second part of the meeting.

Angela explained that the role of the committee was to respond and advise in an evolving
process. PAC members participated in the previous Open House public meeting that was
held at the site in October. The committee reviewed ideas presented by the project to
ensure consistency with the master plan goals. PAC members also contributed their
knowledge, expertise and personal stories about the park. Tonight's presentation has
benefited from their i~put and support.

The PAC assisted in developing the following project goals:
• Preserve natural and rural quality of the park.
• Expand opportunities to interpret the pre-history, natural, cultural and agricultural

history of the park and island.
• Focus recreational use from other island areas by providing improvements to attract

users.

pw2nOles.doc
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• Educate park users as to the unique habitat throughout the island and teach
stewardship that will lead to better respect by visitors.

Sauvie Island Context
Bo Nevue, consultant for the master plan, made a briefpresentation on the Island in
general and its relationship to the park's future.

Most of the 800,000 annual visitors to the Island go the wildlife refuge areas, even
though the park is closer to the Sauvie Island bridge and has similar natural features.
However, increasing the number of people attracted to the Island is not a goal of the
master plan. The master plan will address the issues of how to improve amenities,
wildlife viewing and interpretive program to attract people who now go elsewhere on the
Island. By maintaining careful management objectives the park can use its pastoral
quality to help teach land stewardship. If park visitors go to other Island destinations
they may have a better understanding of sensitive habitat areas, respect for private
property and why the Island residents value their rural lifestyle.

Sauvie Island has been a managed landscape since human inhabitation when the native
Americans burned grass fields to harvest acorns. The construction ofColumbia River
dams and dikes on the Island virtually eliminated annual flooding and brought on
agricultural changes. Wetlands have become more seasonal in their water content. Non­
native plants that are more adapted to the drier conditions have contributed to the
reduction ofopen water areas, once prevalent throughout the Island.

Public Input
Laurel Lyon, consultant team member, summarized the opportunities for public
involvement during the master planning process. A public open house was held at the
Park on October 7th to give people the chance to experience the park first hand as they
discussed issues related to different areas of the park: wildlife habitat, open space
grounds, the house, bam, and orchard.

Over one hundred user surveys have been returned from events such as the Oregon
Historical Society's Wintering In, the October 7th Open House, and Island organizations
such as the Sauvie Isla.nd Grange. The following comments were predominate for all
groups and responders:
• Don't over develop
• Increase educational opportunities
• Expand hours the house and bam are open to public
• Improve wildlife habitat
Provide adequate public improvements for park use

pw2notes.doc
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Management Objectives
By incorporating the assessment of the park's physical conditions with the public input,
and the master plan goals, the following management objectives were fonnulated to help
guide the future programs and operations of the park:
1. Visual quality - maintain pastoral character. Improvements should not detract from

what is already there.
2. Historic resources :- enhance interpretive opportunities
3. Site improvements - complement historic character
4. Natural systems - maximize habitat diversity

• Improve wildlife habitat
• Improve water quality of wetlands
• Control entire watershed area ofHowell Lake
• Improve educational opportunities

5. Facilities - comply with laws including the American with Disabilities Act (ADA).
6. Maintenance/operations

• Improve security
• Propose facilities and programs consistent with fiscal and operating capabilities

of managing agencies
• Address concerns for increased maintenance

7. Programs
• Improve interpretive opportunities
• Educate visitors in an engaging manner
• Reinforce existing site uses; build on house character and Island rural quality
• Provide a community resource for Island residents

Carla Simon, OHS Project Manager, added that the present relationship between Metro
and OHS has benefited from 20 years of cooperation. Now both organizations are
focused on a master plan that will provide educational opportunities in such as way that
park visitors will go away with something significant that they did not previously know
or understand. As part of the park's role to decrease the impact of visitors to the island
on its landscape and quality of life, the park will also encourage people to visit other off­
Island regional sites with similar experiences and opportunities.

Three Alternative Site Designs
Bo Nevue presented three alternative site designs. The designs varied in the degree of
improvements and programs but the following components are common to all three
schemes:
1. Separate the active fann areas from the passive wildlife area.
2. Connect parking, activity areas with trails and paths compliant with ADA.
3. Provide infonnational signage and interpretation where appropriate
4. Add year round restrooms, covered shelter and information pavilion.
5. Accommodate Bird of Prey facility in back third of the bam.

pw2nOles.doc
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6. Maintain existing agreement with Marge Taber for cattle grazing on park property.

Scheme #1
This plan looks very similar to what now exists, with the exception ofadding
improvements to comply with ADA, restrooms and trails.
Other improvements include:
• Restore garden around house ,
• Add perimeter planting to enhance wildlife areas, screen human activity from

wildlife, and control viewshed .
• Improve parking lot grading, drainage and paving
• Add short trail for wildlife view (does not extend to Howell Lake).

Scheme #2
• Control woody species and blackberry invasion at marsh near Bybee-Howell House.
• Add interpretive trail around marsh near Bybee-Howell House.
• Expand wildlife trail to Howell Lake. All trails will be located on the edge of

ecosystems to differentiate zones.
• Add wildlife viewing blind
• Re-establish native plants
• Add hedgerows for wildlife protection and screening of humans
• Expand bam use for education, exhibits, special events and community functions.

Scheme #3
• Purchase 20-acre oak savanna property adjacent to wildlife area. With this addition

the park will contain all significant habitats of the Island and therefore be able to
represent a comprehensive experience of the Island's natural diversity.

• Use oak savanna to interpret Native American habitation of Island.
• Manage the Howell Lake dike at the Gilbert River
• Control Howell Lake watershed
• Add caretaker/park ranger residence for security and maintenance

General Comments from the Audience (shown in italics):
• Councilor Washington asked ifwe knew what other places have done.
Laurel explained that acomparable Facilities Survey is being conducted with similar
facilities throughout the region and US: Some of their common characteristics include:

• Despite annual visitation, all sites had small permanent parking lots
• All facilities relied heavily on educational programs for revenue and visitation.
• There was a variety of funding resources available to institutions,
• All living history farms recommended to start those efforts slowly.

• Keep in mind the impact ofincreased numbers ofpeople on the house and land.
• Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden is an example ofa place that expanded its

attendance and lost character in the process.

pw2notes.doc



Public Meeting
November 14, 1995
Page 6

• How far does the recently passed Greenspaces money go for Howell Park
improvements?

The master plan document recommendations go beyond the current funding available.
Once complete, the master plan will be used to acquire additional grant funding. By
phasing the improvements according to a prioritized strategy, the park can build on a
solid foundation incrementally as funding becomes available. Initial improvements will
be prioritized in the following sequence:

• Compliance with laws
• Immediate maintenance needs
• Improvements to the OHS programs

• Restore the gardens to include the rich botanical history ofthe Howell brothers and
island. Use volunteers.

• Camas and wapato plants have to be hoed or dug out in order to thrive and multiply.
• How many people visit the park now?
The annual park visitation is estimated at 10,000. It is difficult to have accurate an
number because many people visit the park during the months when the house and bam
are not open. Approximately 25% of all visitors are casual, off season, the rest come
during the summer or for Wintering-In festival in the fall.

• The park could capitalize on the heavy school traffic that go to the pumpkin grOWing
farms in the fall. This is a captive audience. Many visit the park nowfor lunch.

Presently there are no educational programs at the park. The master plan will address
how to incorporate ongoing education programs at the park.

• How does the caretaker !)ystem work?
Blue Lake and Oxbow Parks, (both run by Metro) are the only parks that currently have
full time caretakers. Howell Park has the land for an in-resident ranger, money needs to
be secured for the building.

• Historic farm demonstrations could be added by activity contracts with blacksmiths,
drajl horse farming experts, etc. They could live on the site and act as caretakers.

pw2notes.doc
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METRO

Next steps in the public/Metro Committee Review Process

Bo Nevue

Jane Hart

AGENDA
March 12, 1997 PAC Meeting

PAC Discussion

Welcome and Project Update

Master Plan Overview

Formulate PAC recommendation to forward to Metro review
committees for their consideration

600 NORTHEAST GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736

TEL 503 7971700 FAX 503 797 1797

6:00 - 6:10

7:30 - 7:55

7:55 - 8:00

6:10 -"6:30

6:30 - 7:30

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



MEMORANDUM

PAC Comments and Responses are in Parentheses ( )

The final Project Advisory Committee meeting took place on 3-12-97 in the
Howell Territorial Park Barn.

Master Plan Presentation
Bo Nevue presented previous alternatives and the revised final master plan.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

BoNevue

Howell Territorial Park/ 3-12-97 Meeting. notes

6-7-97

Jane Hart

R E:

FROM:

DATE:

NW Howell Park road ROW ends approximately where the pavement ends.
From that point the road which is owned by property owners. No one person
owns the road.

A comment was made that the attendance projections seemed high. After review
of the projections, the attendance seemed reasonable. (Metro is comfortable
with the attendance projection)

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

URBAN DESIGN

PLANNING

TO:

Attending Members: Marge Taber, Mabel Dudley, Jean Fears, Donna Matrozzo,
Cameron Vaughan-Tyler, Jack Cleaver, Angela Schilereff,
Project Team: Jane Hart, Carla Simon, Bo Nevue,
Metro Representative: Pat Lee

Opening Comments
Jane Hart opened the meeting by reviewing work which had been completed
since the previous PAC meeting.

•
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Jack Cleaver commented that some artifacts may be put back in the house if there
was more security.

PAC Members had questions about the types ofd interpretive programs which
would happen. (Examples of the current OHS interpretive programs were
discussed. )

Suggestions were made for a kids play area and benches and tables which may
look like animals.

People wondered if overnight accomni.odations would be developed. (Currently
there are no plans for overnight accommodations).

Comment was made that site managers will need to control people who will be
visiting the site to view the wildlife.

A comment was made that the plan looks good but care needs to be takes so that
the park does not get overpopulated.

People wondered which they could expect t see change in the park. (Summer 98)

The Committee was asked to make a general endorsement of the plan. The
committee endorsed the plan as submitted.

END OF MEMO



S.I. DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT COMPANY
The Sauvie Island Drainage Improvement
Company regular monthly meeting was held
Monday, March 3rd, at the Hall Ranch.
George Douglas and Ike Enyart, also, at­
tended. George asked who he should con­
tact concerning obtaining Amur Carp for the
cleaning of the drainage ditches and said
that he would follow up on the matter.

Sherm Pauly reported that after the months
bills of $16,407 the working balance was
$204,104. Dick Roberts suggested that David
Hicks check with a few companies conce~~i,:,g

Another variation of the home improvement
scheme involves people posing as "inspec­
tors" entering your home looking for some
type of building flaw or defect. This could
be looking for leaks, plumbing, electrical
problems, insect, or gas emission. The plan
here is to be shown through your home,
then one scamer will get you outside, or in
the basement or in someway divert your
attention, while the accomplice goes through
your home and takes your valuables. Again,
the targets are elderly people. In the past
three weeks, six cases, involving people
posing as roofers have stolen money and
prescription drugs for elderly people in
Portland and East Multnomah County. These
con artists are very good at identifying the
homes of elderly people to target. While no
incidents have been reported on Sauvies
Island, please be aware that scamers are in
the community. We would ask that you ad­
vise your friends and family of this type of
fraud. Never allow anyone in your home you
don't know or have not invited. Whenever
possible, have a friend in the home if you
have repair or service people in your home.
It's just safer for everyone concerned.

Metro Council Regional Facilities Committee
9:00 am - April 8 (tentative date)
Metro Council
2:00 pm - April 17 (tentative date)

IIAPRIL 1997

by Jane Hart, Project Manager
HOWELL PARK MASTER PLAN REVIEW

SAUVIE ISLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••For more information and to confirm Metro •
public hearing dates, please call Jane Hart.
at 797-1585. •

••by Pastor Merwin Dick •

I can remember as a young farmer I would •
come in from the fields with a layer of dirt.
covering me from head to foot. In the.
earlier days of farm tractor cabs, air con-.
ditioning was a luxury we could not afford••
Also, the tractor I drove had this little fan.
in the cab (oh, the cab did NOT keep out
the noise of the engine) that at best kept a.
whisper of air swirling around my head, not.
to mention the dust that comes with that air••
Oh, the good old days of farming - do I.
ever miss it! •

Anyway, back to what I was going to say.
before my mind so rudely interrupted my.

... , 'I • _ .__ _ .: _ .&. _ .. '- _

•

The Howell Territorial Park draft Master
Plan is going through the Metro approval
process. Interested citizens are encouraged
to provide testimony on the draft Master
Plan at the following Metro Council public
hearings both held at Metro Regional Cent­
er, 600 N.E. Grand Avenue, Portland:

The Directors instructed David Hicks that
they need detailed drawings from the fire
department for the water connections they
wanted installed. The next· meeting will be
April 7th at 7 pm at the Hall Ranch.

David had met with the Corp at Alder Creek
Lumber. They are constructing a dike arou­
nd the Lumber Mill and wanted to attach it
to the dike. The Corp gave them approval.

The Directors gave approval for David Hicks
to do some control preventative maintenance
at the pump house and do some work on the
control panel as fuses are continuing to blow
out. Also, the Directors gave approval to
check out wiring lights at the end of the
walkway to the pump house. He was also
given approval to have another phone line
for a fax machine. Dredging in front of the
pumps was discussed.

Page 5

l

tions of doing a good job.
Tips on not getting conned:
1. deal with established companies
2. ask for recommendations from family and

friends
3. get several estimates
4. check the prices material with retail
outlets
5. get it in writing (materials, labor, time,

etc. )
6. be cautious of unsolicited offers to do the

. work
7. ask to see copies of permits, licenses etc.

never agree to deals in volving "left over
materials"

8. be patient, ask questions, don't be rush­
ed into a repair deal

.,.[THE SAUVIE ISLAND OUTLOOK



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.-
••••••••••

Metro Parks and Greenspaces Advisory Committee
March 18, 1997 Summary Meeting Minutes

6:00 p.m. to 7:50 p.m., Metro Regional Center, Room 270

Present: Michael Reid, Rick Charriere, Seth Tane, Julie Garver, Ivy Frances, John
Griffiths, Jim Battart, Brian Scott, Faun Hosey, Charles Ciecko, Pat Lee, Jane Hart, Ron
Klein, Karla Simon (OHS), Bo Nevue (consultant), Lisa Naito

Vice-Chairman Michael Reid called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.

Klein dfstributed an update of open space acquisitions n~)ting that total to date is about
2,000 acres. .

All members (except Akers who was absent) agreed that the committee would meet on
the 1st Tuesday ofthe month (2nd and 4th Thursdays as alternatives). Klein said he
would contact Akers for consensus.

Seth Tane reported that WRPAC's fInal meeting working on the Title 3 Model
Ordinance will be March 31. Goal 5 resources will be addressed at a future time. Tane
expressed continued concern that the lack of performance standards seriously
compromises the ability of Title 3 to actually result in the protection and improvement
ofwater quality and flood plains. There isa scarcity of science worked into the Model
Ordinance, but a background paper being prepared by Metro staff should provide some
basis for the width of the buffers and setbacks. There is also a question related to the
defInition of Substantial Compliance and who will determine compliance. Rick
Charriere noted that the Metro maps that delineate floodplains and buffer corridors will
have some trouble in depicting the real world. In the meantime, it is estimated by Metro
staff that floodways are urbanized currently at a rate of 400 acres per year.

Jane Hart and planning consultant Bo Nevue presented the features of the draft Howell
Territorial Park Master Plan. The goals of the plan are to 1) Protect, preserve and
enhance natural and cultural resources of Howell Territorial Park while maintaining its
pastoral quality; 2) Provide recreational facilities and opportunities which are consistent
with the character of Howell Territorial Park and comparable with its natural and
cultural resources; 3) Provide educational opportunities which enhance visitor
understanding and appreciation ofSauvie Island'~ natural and cultural history; and 4)
~erve as an orientation center for Sauvie Island. The plan calls for improved wildlife
habitat, preserving the pastoral setting of the park, improving parking and visitor entry,
improved signage, a trail system, compliance with ADA standards, group picnic
shelters, outdoor lighting, on-site ranger facilities, interpretive programs and exhibits.



Tane asked about the status of the septic system. Ciecko said an upgrade would involve
a large county review and permit process. Alternative sanitary management systems

.will be considered at the time. Reid requested that the wapato area be expanded as part
of the restoration work. Frances suggested restoration be better defined to include
planting, native landscaping, use of swales for drainage, reduce lawn where possible and
consider planting hedgerows. Garver suggested the park offers an opportunity to
interpret the geology of the region.

Ivy noted the group picnic facilities were too close to the shrub wetland and that they
should be sited away from sensitive wildlife areas. Nevue said the shelters are intended
for environmental education opportunities as well. Griffiths commented that perhaps
because there was not enough land for all the intendedpurposes and is in a way forcing
inappropriate siting of facilities like the group picnic shelters. Perhaps the acquisition
·ofthe NW parcel or the piece near the bam would allow for other facility siting
considerations. Battan asked whether the $62,000 in anticipated revenue was too
ambitious. Ciecko noted that he was comfortable with the financial projections. The
revenue, however, will not cover the cost of park operations.

Griffiths moved (Hosey 2nd) to approve the draft Howell Territorial Park master Plan
with the recommendation that Metro reconsider the location of group picnic facilities if
additional land is acquired. Motion passed 9-0.

Ciecko presented an update to the FY97-98 budget process by noting that the long range
funding issue facing the parks department will be heard by Council and no cuts to the
submitted budget are anticipated.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50PM.

Next RPAGAC meeting on Tuesday, May 6,1997, Metro Regional Center, Room
270

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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March 6, 1997
For immediate release
For more infomlation, call Jane Hart, (503) 797-1585

Draft Howell Territorial Park master plan available for review

Metro Regional Parks and Greenspaces and the Oregon Historical
Society have released a draft Howell Territorial Park Master Plan for
public review and comment. The draft plan describes the existing 95­
acre historic park on Sauvie Island and identifies future improvements·
and public uses including visitor interpretive programs and activities,
trails, wildlife watching facilities, new picnic facilities, user fees,
wildlife habitat enhancement and more.

Howell Territorial Park provides valuable wildlife habitat on a site with
historical significance. Metro and "the Oregon Historical Society
envision the park with expanded opportunities to interpret park and
Sauvie Island heritage while providing a recreational destination for .
island visitors. Partial funding is available from the 1995 open spaces,
parks and streams bond measure to begin master plan implementation.

A limited number of copies of the master plan are available from
Metro Regional Parks and Greenspaces, 600 NE Grand Ave.,
Portland. Call 797-1870 to make arrangements to pick up or to have a
copy mailed. Review copies are also available at the North Portland,
St. Johns and Gresham branches of the Multnomah County Library.

Written comments on the draft master plan will be accepted up to·
. 5 p.m. March 25'. Citizens also will have opportunities to testify
during the Metro approval process at the following meetings:·.

Metro Regional Parks and Greenspaces Advisory Committee
6 p.m. March 18
Metro Regional Center, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland

Metro Council Regional Facilities Committee
9 a.m. April 8
Metro Regional Center

A formal resolution bearing recommendation for approval from .Metro
Executive Officer Mike Burton will be presented to the Regional
Facilities Committee for consideration and referral to Metro Council.

# # #



METRO

600 NE Grand Ave.
Portland, OR
97232-2736

Tel (503) 797-1700
Fax (503) 797-1797

Recycled paper

May 6, 1997
For immediate release
For more information, call Jane Hart, 797-1585

Master plan for Howell Territorial Park adopted

The Metro Council has adopted the Howell Territorial Park Master
Plan identifying park improvements for visitors and measures to help
protect the natural and cultural heritage of the historic Sauvie Island
site.

Produced by a collaborative effort between Metro Regional Parks and
Greenspaces and the Oregon Historical Society, the master plan
recommends visitor interpretative programs and activities, trails,
wildlife watching facilities, new picnic facilities, user fees, wildlife
habitat enhancement and more.

Located about one mile north of the Sauvie Island Bridge, the 93-acre
Howell Territorial Park is managed by Metro. The Oregon Historical
Society provides cultural interpretation and events at the park. The
park represents an excellent example of a 19th century homestead,
including the restored Bybee-Howell house built in 1858.

Copies of the Howell Territorial Park Master Plan are available from
Metro's Regional Parks and Greenspaces Department, 600 NE Grand
Ave., Portland. Call 797-1850 to make arrangements to pick up a
copy ($7) or to have a copy mailed ($10). Copies are also available at
the Central, North Portland and Gresham branches of the Multnomah
County Library.

# # #

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Public Comment Letters and Metro Responses



• 10450 SW Nimbus Ave., Portland, OR 97223. (503) 603-9933 • (503) 603-9944 (fax) -

Thank you for providing me with a copy of the Howell Territorial Park Draft Master
Plan. After reading it, I can certainly understand your loyalty to the project. It's very readable,
nicely formatted and well organized. The graphics, photos and maps provide a sense of place that
enchances the theme ofthe narrative.

With a background in history and experience in museum education, I'm familiar with
living history programs and enjoy reading about interpretative programs. I strongly support the
concept of translating the rich and varied life of this cultural and historic landscape into an
educational venue. I did feel that the budget for education was sparse and perhaps not realistic in
light of its goals. I would support more money allocated for interpretative efforts, including
perhaps sponsoring some sort of summer theater effort that might generate supporting revenues.

At the same time, it seems apparent that uses in the park, under the goals of the proposed
Master Plan, are going to conflict and could provide impacts that will be hard on the land and its
residents. While there's a desire to draw people in and away from other areas on Sauvie Island
that are overrun during "tourist" season, it would be unfortunate if the park itself becomes a
victim of recreation pressure. In reading this plan my thoughts turned to Discovery Park in
Seattle - an area of huge acreage, an historic landscape (once a fort), a bit unkempt and isolated
on Magnolia bluff. What I always loved about that Park, was that it was under-designed and
under-utilized. At some point a decision was made to limit recreational amenities. The reasoning
was probably cost, but the result is less people visit and the land benefits. Discovery Park works
as recreational open space because it limits cars and insists upon passive use.

I can't help but think that the ratio of increased amenities to increased visitors is
proportional. Howell Park may be under-utilized and in need of upgrade but I would support
limited development ofvisitor facilities, without neglecting disabled access to featured areas.
I would also support featuring education/interpretation and preservation ofnatural and cultural
resources above recreation. Ultimately, the quality of the place itself and its setting are the
essence of the park.

Good luck with the process and praise to all who worked hard to produce this plan.

Surveyors c.

N C.N

Landscape Architects

GsE

Engineers

D

Planners

March 21, 1997

Jane Hart, Planner
Regional Parks and Greenspaces, METRO
600 NE Grand Ave
Portland, OR 97232

Sincerely

i\-~~
Kathleen Wadden, ASLA

. Dear Jane,

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



Sincerely,

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

June 2, 1997

METRO

Dear Ms. Wadden:

Kathleen Wadden
WRG Design Inc.
10450 SW Nimbus Ave.
Portland, OR 97223

1) Budget for implementing education and interpretive programs:
Unfortunately adequate funding is not available to fully implement the Master Plan.
Table 13 on Page 45 identifies estimated revenue income from various fee based park
services and programs and page 44 Funding for Implementation, states that projected
revenues will not be adequate to cover the cost of delivering the visitor services and
programs. Alternative funding sources will need to be sought for Master Plan
implementation and one of the purposes of the master plan is to serve as a fundraising
tool.
2) Balance use of park with protection of natural resources:
The Master Plan design takes into account the importance of balancing visitor's use of
the park with the protection of the natural resources at the park. Picnicking and special
events will occur in areas that have historically been used for those activities while the
more natural habitat will be preserved for resident and migratory wildlife use. Trails
have been designed for wildlife observation, not disturbance.

600 NORTHEAST GRANO AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 2736

TEL 503 7971700 FAX 503 791 1797

Thank you for your March 21 letter in response to the public comment period for the
Howell Territorial Park draft Master Plan. With this letter we would like to respond to
your specific concerns.

Your letter was provided to the Metro Council prior to their decision on the Master
Plan. For your information, the Howell Territorial Park draft Master Plan was
approved by resolution at the April 17, 1997 Metro Council public hearing.

Thank you again for your interest in this project. You will receive notice when the
fmal Master Plan has been printed and is available (for the cost of printing) to the
public. If you should have any questions on this project in the future, please feel free
to contact me at 797-1585.

Jane Hart
Metro Project Manager

cc: Councilor Washington
Mike Burton, Executive Officer


